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TWO-WHEELED LAWMEN 



The Motorcycle Officer's Job Requires a 
High Degree of Courage and Daring 


r T’HE thieves, making their get- 
1 away, headed their speedy car 
toward the main thoroughfare 
where the traffic was heaviest. 
Their object was clear — to prevent 
the pursuing police cars from 
catching up by getting as many 
passing automobiles between their 
car and the squad car as possible. 

For a time, it looked as if their 
strategy would work. When the 
squad car turned onto the main 
thoroughfare, the grim-faced po- 
lice officers found almost 30 other 
autos between them and their 

At that moment, a police motor- 
cycle raced past the squad car. Zig- 
zagging in and out of traffic, its 
siren screaming a shrill warning, 
the motorcycle overtook the get- 
away car in less than a minute. 

Holding his left hand on the han- 
dle bars, the motorcycle policeman 
drew out his gun with the other. 
This sight was enough to force the 
getaway car out of traffic and 
along the curb. 

This incident provides dramatic 
proof of the value of the motor- 
cycle policeman in a big city. 


Weighing close to a quarter of a 
ton, the modern motorcycle is cap- 
able of a speed exceeding 100 
miles an hour. In some cases, the 
armored sidecar, providing a built- 
in machine gun, protects both the 
driver and the officer manning the 


I he motorcycle policeman is the 
direct descendant of the policeman 
who once rode a bicycle. Before 
the advent of the automobile, the 
bicycle was the fastest thing on the 

Police used the two-wheeler for 
two purposes. It was used in out- 
pacing the horse-drawn vehicle 
then used by criminals as the auto- 
mobile is today. It was also used to 
combat one of the great street per- 
ils of that period — the runaway 
horse. It must have been a thrilling 
sight to see a "wheel policeman.' 
after a speedy sprint, hurl himself 
at the bridle of a frightened horse! 

It was the arrival of the automo- 
bile. with its then high speed of 30 
miles an hour, that took the police- 
men off bicycles and put them on 

But the modem wheel-man does 


not spend all of his time chasing 
thieves. With his highly maneuver- 
able vehicle, he stands ready to 
help in any way possible. Typical 
is the incident which took place in 
New York City not long ago. 

Hospital authorities in New Jer- 
sey one afternoon called the De- 
partment of Health in New York 
City to inform it that it needed a 
quantity of serum to save the life 
of a child. The Department of 
Health immediately notified a 
New York hospital, whei 
serum was stored, — 1 — 


:e head- 


A motorcycle officer was in- 
stantly dispatched to obtain the 
waiting package of precious serum 
and deliver it to a waiting motor- 
cycle officer in New Jersey. 

Traffic was at its heaviest. The 
motorcycle roared -through the 
crowded city streets, its open muf- 
fler drowning out all other noises 
except its own siren. 

Driving with amazing skill, the 
lawman on wheels sped past 
parked cars and moving vehicles, 
leaving scarcely an inch to spare 
on either side. 

Traffic policeman along the way. 
hearing his warning siren, directed 
traffic to one side. On and on sped 
the cyclist, through heavy traffic 
which had been stalled to allow 
him the right of way. 

A chads life was at stakel 

The two-wheeled vehicle snaked 
through the autos waiting to enter 
the tunnel under the Hudson 
River, and streaked into the tube 


in New Jersey. 

There, the precious parcel 
changed hands. The New York 
motorcyclist paused a moment as 
he watched his New Jersey brother 
speed off with a roar. Then he 
slowly turned his bike around fc 
the homeward trip. 

Exactly 1 9 minutes later, a 
grateful doctor injected the serum 
into his young patient. And that 
same night, a smiling New York 
motorcycle officer learned that the 
serum that he had raced to another 
state had saved a lifel 

The motprcycle, because of its 
remarkable maneuverability, has 
been found useful in other ways. 
During heavy traffic hours, motor- 
cycle policemen park their vehicles 
and take over the direction of traf- 
fic. When large crowds congregate 
for such outdoor events as parades, 
the job of keeping back the press- 
ing crowd is shared by the patrol- 
man on wheels with the patrolman 
on horse. 

Although there w an element of 

garded by patrolmen as an exciting 
and glamorous branch of police 
duty. But the tests to applicants are 

Before a patrolman is even con- 
sidered for wheel duty, he must 
pass mechanical and temperamen- 
tal tests, as well as the usual stiff 
physical examination. For this is a 
job that requires a high degree of 
courage and daring— and^only the 

a-minute" platoons of lawmen on 

—Jack Miller 
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